
UK Partner Visa: Your Guide to Joining Your 

Partner in the UK 

The UK Partner Visa, often referred to as a spouse or partner visa, is a route for individuals who 

wish to join their partners in the UK. This visa allows people who are married, in a civil 

partnership, or in a long-term relationship with a British citizen or a person with settled status in 

the UK to live together in the country. It plays a crucial role in reuniting families and helping 

couples build a life together in the UK. 

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the UK Partner Visa in detail, covering its eligibility 

requirements, the application process, and the benefits it offers. Understanding these aspects 

can help you navigate the process more smoothly and ensure you meet the necessary criteria. 

 

Eligibility Criteria for the UK Partner Visa 

To apply for the UK Partner Visa, there are specific eligibility requirements that both the 

applicant and their partner must meet. These include: 

1. Relationship Requirements: 

The applicant must be in a genuine relationship with a British citizen, a person with 
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indefinite leave to remain (ILR), or someone with refugee status in the UK. This 

relationship can be in the form of marriage, a civil partnership, or a long-term relationship 

of at least two years. Proof of the relationship, such as marriage certificates, shared bills, 

and photos, will need to be provided as part of the application. 

2. Age Requirements: 

Both the applicant and their partner must be at least 18 years old at the time of the 

application. This ensures that both parties are legally able to enter into a relationship 

recognized by UK law. 

3. Financial Requirements: 

One of the key criteria for the UK Partner Visa is meeting the minimum income 

threshold. The sponsoring partner (the one already living in the UK) must demonstrate 

an annual income of at least £18,600. This amount increases if there are dependent 

children involved. The income can come from various sources, including salary, savings, 

or self-employment. If the financial threshold is not met, the visa may be refused. 

4. English Language Requirements: 

The applicant must prove they can speak and understand English at an adequate level. 

This is typically done by passing an English language test or providing evidence of 

qualifications that were taught in English. Applicants from certain English-speaking 

countries are exempt from this requirement. 

5. Accommodation Requirements: 

The couple must show that they have suitable accommodation in the UK where they can 

live together. The property must be large enough to accommodate the family without 

overcrowding and should be suitable for living conditions. 

Application Process for the UK Partner Visa 

The application process for the UK Partner Visa involves several steps, and it is important to 

follow them carefully to avoid any delays or rejections. Below is an overview of the process: 

1. Online Application: 

The first step is to complete an online application form on the UK government’s official 

visa website. This form requires personal details about the applicant and their partner, 

as well as information about their relationship and financial situation. 

2. Supporting Documents: 

Along with the application form, you will need to submit supporting documents to prove 

your eligibility. These include proof of relationship (such as marriage certificates or 

photos), financial documents (such as bank statements or payslips), proof of English 

language ability, and details of accommodation in the UK. 

3. Biometric Information: 

As part of the application, you will need to attend an appointment at a visa application 

center to provide your biometric information (fingerprints and a photo). This information 

is used to create your biometric residence permit if your visa is approved. 

4. Visa Decision: 

Once you have submitted your application and supporting documents, the UK Home 



Office will process your application. The processing time can vary depending on whether 

you apply from inside or outside the UK. It typically takes around 8 to 12 weeks to 

receive a decision. 

Duration and Conditions of the UK Partner Visa 

If your application for the UK Partner Visa is successful, you will initially be granted a visa for 30 

months (2.5 years). After this period, you can apply to extend your visa for another 30 months. 

Once you have lived in the UK with your partner for five years, you may be eligible to apply for 

Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR), which allows you to stay in the UK permanently. 

It is important to note that during your time on a UK Partner Visa, you are allowed to work and 

study in the UK without restrictions. This provides the opportunity for both partners to build a 

stable life together, whether through employment, education, or starting a family. 

Benefits of the UK Partner Visa 

The UK Partner Visa offers several benefits for couples looking to reunite and build a life in the 

UK: 

1. Family Reunification: 

The most significant benefit of this visa is the ability to live together in the UK with your 

spouse or partner. It allows you to be with your loved one without the worry of being 

separated by immigration laws. 

2. Pathway to Permanent Residency: 

After five years of living in the UK on a Partner Visa, you can apply for ILR, which grants 

permanent residency. This is a crucial step towards British citizenship. 

3. Work and Study Rights: 

The UK Partner Visa allows you to work or study without any restrictions, giving you the 

freedom to pursue career opportunities or further education while living with your 

partner. 

Conclusion 

The UK Partner Visa is an essential route for those looking to reunite with their spouse or 

partner in the UK. By meeting the eligibility criteria, carefully preparing your application, and 

providing the necessary documents, you can successfully join your partner and build a life 

together in the UK. The visa offers numerous benefits, including the ability to work, study, and 

eventually apply for permanent residency, making it an invaluable option for couples seeking 

long-term stability. 
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