
A Comprehensive Guide to Indefinite 

Leave to Remain (ILR) in the UK 

Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) is a significant milestone for individuals seeking to establish a 

permanent life in the United Kingdom. It grants the right to live, work, and study in the UK 

without any immigration restrictions. For many, obtaining ILR is a critical step toward achieving 

British citizenship. In this blog, we’ll delve into the essentials of ILR, its benefits, eligibility 

criteria, and the application process. 

What is Indefinite Leave to Remain? 

Indefinite Leave to Remain is a form of immigration status that allows individuals to reside in 

the UK indefinitely. With ILR, you can enjoy many rights similar to those of a British citizen, such 

as access to healthcare, education, and social benefits. However, unlike British citizens, ILR 

holders cannot vote in general elections or hold certain public offices. 

One of the biggest advantages of ILR is that it eliminates the need for visa renewals, providing 

stability and peace of mind for individuals and families. Additionally, it serves as a stepping 

stone for those planning to apply for British citizenship. 

 

 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/indefinite-leave-to-remain-(ilr)/24.html


Eligibility Criteria for ILR 

To qualify for Indefinite Leave to Remain, applicants must meet specific requirements. These 

vary depending on the visa route they are on, but common criteria include: 

1. Residency Requirements: 

○ Most applicants need to have lived in the UK for a continuous period of 5 years 

on a qualifying visa, such as a Skilled Worker Visa, Spouse Visa, or Innovator 

Visa. 

○ Certain categories, like the Long Residence route, require 10 years of continuous 

lawful residence. 

2. Absence Limits: 

○ Applicants must not have spent more than 180 days outside the UK in any 12-

month period during their qualifying period. 

3. English Language Proficiency: 

○ Demonstrating English language skills is essential, either through an approved 

test or an academic qualification taught in English. 

4. Life in the UK Test: 

○ This test assesses your knowledge of British history, culture, and values. 

5. Good Character: 

○ Applicants must have a clean criminal record and comply with UK immigration 

laws. 

 



Application Process for ILR 

Applying for Indefinite Leave to Remain involves several steps: 

1. Gathering Documents: 

○ Essential documents include your passport, biometric residence permit, proof of 

residency, and evidence of income or employment. 

2. Submitting the Application: 

○ Applications are submitted online. Ensure all information is accurate, as errors 

can lead to delays or refusals. 

3. Biometric Appointment: 

○ You’ll need to attend a biometric appointment to provide fingerprints and a 

photograph. 

4. Decision Waiting Period: 

○ ILR processing times vary, but priority services can expedite the process. 

Maintaining ILR Status 

While ILR grants permanent residency, it can be lost if you leave the UK for more than two 

years. If this happens, you may need to apply for a Returning Resident Visa to regain your 

status. 

Conclusion 

Indefinite Leave to Remain is a life-changing opportunity for those wishing to make the UK their 

permanent home. By meeting the eligibility criteria and following the application process 

carefully, you can achieve this status and secure a brighter future. Whether you’re an aspiring 

professional, a family member, or a long-term resident, ILR is your gateway to stability and 

opportunity in the UK. 
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